To:  StClair,  Christie[StClair.Christie@epa.gov] 

From:  Harrison,  Melissa 

Sent:  Wed  8/12/2015  12:06:09  PM 

Subject:  Fwd:  pieces  of  information  - Navajo  Reservoir 

FYI 

Melissa  Harrison 
Press  Secretary 
EPA 

Office:  (202)  564-8421 
Mobile:  (202)  697-0208 
Harrison.Melissa@,epa.gov 


Begin  forwarded  message: 


From:  "Gray,  David"  <grav.david@epa.gov> 

Date:  August  12,  2015  at  5:47:36  AM  MDT 

To:  "Fritz,  Matthew"  <Fritz.Matthew@epa.gov>.  "Stanislaus,  Mathy" 
<Stanislaus.Mathv@epa.gov>.  "McGrath,  Shaun"  <McGrath. Shaun@epa.gov>. 
"Blumenfeld,  Jared"  <BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV>.  "Curry,  Ron" 
<Currv.Ron@epa.gov>.  "Ostrander,  David"  <Ostrander.David@epa.gov>.  "Zito,  Kelly" 
<ZITO.KELLY @EPA.GOV>.  "Smith,  Paula"  <Smith.Paula@epa.gov>.  "Harrison, 
Melissa"  <Harrison.Melissa@epa.gov>.  "Reynolds,  Thomas" 
<Revnolds.Thomas@epa.gov>.  "Purchia,  Liz"  <Purchia.Liz@.epa.gov> 

Subject:  pieces  of  information  - Navajo  Reservoir 


Subject:  RE:  Gold  King  Mine  spill  - Navajo  Reservoir 


Reclamation  Increasing  Releases  from  Navajo  Reservoir  in  Response  to  the  Gold 
King  Mine  Spill  in  Animas  River 


Media  Contact:  Justyn  Lift , (970)  248-0625 
For  Release:  August  07,  2015 

DURANGO,  Colo.  - The  Bureau  of  Reclamation  has  increased  its  water  releases  from 
Navajo  Dam,  from  650  to  1,300  cubic  feet  per  second  (cfs),  in  response  to  the  Gold  King 
mine  spill  near  Silverton,  Colorado. 
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Increased  releases  may  help  dilute  mine  contaminates  in  the  San  Juan  River  and  alleviate 
concerns  for  endangered  species  and  wildlife,  while  helping  with  other  river  issues. 

Releases  from  the  dam  will  remain  at  1 ,300  cfs  through  the  weekend  and  will  be 
reevaluated  on  Monday,  August  10.  The  decision  to  increase  releases  to  help  decrease  the 
effects  of  the  Gold  King  mine  spill  on  local  rivers  and  wildlife  was  made  in  collaboration  with 
the  San  Juan  Recovery  Implementation  Program. 

Reclamation's  Western  Colorado  Area  Office  says  at  this  time  projects  in  the  area  have  not 
been  impacted,  but  staff  will  continue  to  observe  and  patrol  area  projects  and  will  take 
action  as  needed. 


### 

Reclamation  is  the  largest  wholesale  water  supplier  and  the  second  largest  producer  of  hydroelectric  power  in 
the  United  States,  with  operations  and  facilities  in  the  17  Western  States.  Its  facilities  also  provide  substantial 
flood  control,  recreation,  and  fish  and  wildlife  benefits.  Visit  our  website  at  www.usbr.qov  and  follow  us  on 
Twitter  @USBR. 
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